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Landvernd

Protecting Icelandic nature since 1969

2014 2015t M 2015e M




Landvernd’s focus

Nature Conservation Environmental Education
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Three main methods applied
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1. Participation in EDM Switzerland November 15t 2013,

SUBIJECT: A Review on Draft Mission Report for Myvatn-Laxa Region, Ramsar Site N*167, 19-
23 August, 2013 by Tobias Salathé.

2. Getting the message across

3. Action and educational
based projects
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Legal environment:
Aarhus Convention, European Directives etc

Law on access to Law on Strategic
information on Environmental Assess-
enviornmental issues: ment no. 105/2006 Law on a Ruling Committee
,,Upplryl/sm?.aret,tlur um Law on Enivronmental for enwron_ment and
umhver |sma‘1‘ no. Impact Assessment no. resources issues no.
23/2006 130/2011
106/2000, m.s.br. 74/2005

|. Access to Information |l. Participation in EDM 1. Access to Justice

The Three Pillars of the Aarhus Convention




Tools In Public Participation

Reviews
Appeals
Assisting
Protesting

Meetings

Campaigning
Petitions
Lobbying
Participating

Social Media

..of law bills, strategic plans, EIAs, policies, etc

...0f public decisions

..Individuals and other NGOs

...policy, certain decisions, projects, lack of action, etc
...for the public on various issues (discussions)

..0n various issues

...raising awareness, protesting...

..with government, interest groups, etc

...In legislative work, sitting on committees
..conveying the message and discussion



Reactive vs. proactive participation
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Increasing proactive approach?



1 ne discourses on participation in the context of
environment have been focused too much on
processes and procedures, and too little
attention has been given to their purposes and
outcome effectiveness in policy making*

(Pohjola & Tuomisto, 2011).



Examples of Landvernd’s
participation



1. Reviews: Number of
legislative bills, planning
drafts and development

projects

11 law bills

7 large planning strategies

7 development projects

2 requests for information
Expert reports on a few issues

Expert opinion seeked
1/4 employee
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2. Increasing number of appeals,
Including court cases

Mal - stada 25. juni 2015 Akvéraun Urskurdur
Frarennslispipa fra Svartengi til
sjavar vid Grindavik Matsskylda MAU Akvoraun Skipo stadfest

Sudurnesjalina 2 - reising og rekstur Leyfisveiting: reisa og reka Urskurdar bedid

Kerfisaaetlun 2014-2023 Sampykkt Landsnets Fyrirtoku og doms bedid
Kroflulina 4: Endurupptaka MAU Beidni um endurupptdku Akvérsunar bedid
Sudurnesjalina 2 Framkvaemdaleyfi l:Jrskuraar bedid
Sudurnesjalina 2 Framkvaemdaleyfi Urskurdar bedid

Ensk utgafa jardstrengjaskyrsiu LN Beidni um gogn Urskurdar bedid

Samningur Landsnets og PCC Bakka Beidni um gogn Urskurdar bedid

Hotelbygging i Kerlingarfjollum Matsskylda MAU Urskurdar bedid




3. Public Engagement: Green Parade 2013

people I




4. Online Petitions:
Myvatn Geothermal Power Plant

Reviews

Campaigning

Petitions

Social Media




@ LANDVERMND

Eg skora a Landsnet ad falla fra
aformum um Sprengisandslinu og
krefst pess ad Skipulagsstofnun hafni
azetlun fyrirtaekisins um umhverfismat

linunnar

NAFN =

EFTIRNAFN *

NETFANG*
landvernd@landvernd is

STADFESTA NETFANG™

KENNITALA (BIRTIST EKKI OPINBERLEGA)

) NAFN MITT MA BIRTA A OPINBERUM LISTUM

2,884 undirskriftir

Deildu bodskapnum med vinum pinum:

=N

ASKORUMN TIL LANDSNETS OG SKIPULAGSSTOFNLUINAR {f » & &

Landsnet hi. hefur lagt fram tillogu sina ad matsaatlun fyrir umhverfismat 220 kV
haspennulinu yfir Sprengisand (Sprengisandslinu). Skipulagsstofnun hefur tilldguna na fil
umfjoliunar og hefur 6skad eftir athugasemdum vid hana i sidasta lagi 17. november n.k.

Med pvi ad skrifa undir hér til hlidar, tekur pu undir meginkréfu La Reviews g nytir

Iydraedislegan rétt pinn til ahrifa a akvardanatoku i samfelaginu. M . L
. L | i Campaigning
hf. falli fra aformum um Sprengisandslinu og ad Skipulagsstofnun h

fyrirtakisins. Petitions
Askorunin er eftirfarandi: Social Media

Eg skora a Landsnet hf. ad falla pegar i stad fra aformum fyrirtakisins um
Sprengisandslinu og krefst pess ad Skipulagsstofnun hafni astlun pess um
umhverfismat linunnar.

Sprengisandslina myndi kljufa landslagsheildir og viderni midhalendisins i tvennt, skerda
upplifun ferdamanna og moguleika a utivist og ferdapjonustu. Halendid eins og vid pekkjum
bad i dag, myndi tilheyra fortidinni. Mun fleiri eru andvigir Sprengisandslinu (43%) en fylgjandi
(25%) samkvaemt kénnun Gallup i mars 2015. Kanna ber einnig adrar linuleidir en um

Sprengisand.

Falli Landsnet ekki fra aformum sinum er pad krafa min ad Skipulagsstofnun hafni




Askorun til Alpingismanna um ad hafna breytingartilldgu meirihluta atvinnuveganefndar Alpingis.
Undir askorunina skrifudu rért teep 2250 manns i febriar 2015. Reviews

Keeri Alpingismaburl Campaigning
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5. Participation on committees:
g B e | )

Policy on undergrounding of power lines

N Lobbying
~ » New legislation on soil conservation participating [
* New legislation on forestry =




6. Legal Expertise
Work

Alternative report to Iceland’s
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first periodic report to the _ —

Landvernd criticized the AC
implementation, in particular
Issues regarding the third pillar:

— NGOs have been denied access
to an administrative review: lack
of sufficient legal interest

— Access to courts are very limited

Landvernd

Report to the Compliance Committee of
the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe

on Iceland’s Implementation of the
Aarhus Convention

Alternative Report to Iceland's 15t Periodic Report

14 April 2014



Landvernd uses these all these tools

(LEET) . of law bills, strategic plans, EIAs, reports, etc

Appeals ...0f public decisions
Assisting ..Individuals and other NGOs
& Protesting B ...policy, certain decisions, projects, lack of action, etc

..for the public on various issues (discussions)

o= sETI ... 0N Various Issues
CRELSED . .raising awareness, protesting...
Lobbying ..with government, interest groups, etc

CRElli=tieyy .. in legislative work, sitting on committees
CECERVEEIERY | conveying the message and discussion




Lessons learned...

» Parades, petitions and discussion with people show us that
people want to participate

 Public participation can be difficult because of the
complexity of the rule of the game

* Role of NGOs to engage people, assist them in participating

e Some promising signs of increased interest of people, but
we need to harvest that interest
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Obstacles and Opportunties



How to increase influence by CC?

e What is needed?
 What are the main obstacles?
 How can we improve involvement?



How to increse influence by CC?

e \What is needed?

— Capacity to screen all relevant legislative acts,
planning strategies of municipalities, EIAs, SEA, etc

— EIAs and SEAs be carried out by an independent third

party
— Finding ways to increase public involvement in the
work of NGOs

— Proactive rather than reactive involvement

— Extended involvement and co-operation rather than
feedback and consultation

— Cultural change within many power structures



How to increse influence by CC?

e Main obstacles to improvement:

— Lack of capacity of NGOs, i.e. lack of manpower and
money

— Lack of more meaningful ways to engage the public

— Culture of power; fear of power structures to involve civil
society



How to increse influence by CC?

e How can we improve civil society’s involvement and
Influence?

— Early participation in EDM, before decision are made is
urgently needed

— Governments and private entities could initiate a forum for
discussion and input early on

— Governments can increase the involvement of NGOs on
formal committees and working groups

— NGOs need to actively seek out possibilities to influence
EDM and lead the change if necessary

— Increased financial capacity to carry out our work



The Central Highlands of Iceland
Official Outline



Power plants, power lines National Park




Awareness faising campaign

Wide co-operation
Online petition:

— heartoficeland.org /
— hjartalandsins.is

Various other activities to be seen in the coming years




