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Landvernd
Protecting Icelandic nature since 1969



Landvernd’s focus

Nature Conservation Environmental Education Environmental Management

• Central Highlands
• Mývatn and Laxá
• Soil and vegetation
• Large watersheds
• Geothermal areas
• Tourism 

• Kindergardens
• Prim/sec schools
• High schools
• Universities
• Beaches
• Marinas 
• Geothermal areas
• Tourists

• Beaches
• Marinas
• Companies 
• Municipalities / climate



Three main methods applied

2. Getting the message across

1. Participation in EDM

3. Action and educational 
based projects



Public Participation in EDM



Law on access to 
information on 

enviornmental issues: 
„Upplýsingaréttur um 

umhverfismál no. 
23/2006“

Law on Enivronmental 
Impact Assessment no. 

106/2000, m.s.br. 74/2005

Law on Strategic 
Environmental Assess-

ment no. 105/2006 Law on a Ruling Committee 
for environment and 
resources issues no. 

130/2011

Legal environment:
Aarhus Convention, European Directives etc 

I. Access to Information II. Participation in EDM III. Access to Justice

The Three Pillars of the Aarhus Convention



Tools in Public Participation

…of law bills, strategic plans, EIAs, policies, etc
…of public decisions
…individuals and other NGOs
…policy, certain decisions, projects, lack of action, etc
…for the public on various issues (discussions)
…on various issues
…raising awareness, protesting…
…with government, interest groups, etc
…in legislative work, sitting on committees
…conveying the message and discussion

Reviews

Appeals

Assisting

Petitions

Protesting

Meetings

Campaigning

Lobbying

Participating

Social Media



Reactive vs. proactive participation
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Increasing proactive approach?



„The discourses on participation in the context of 
environment have been focused too much on 

processes and procedures, and too little 
attention has been given to their purposes and 

outcome effectiveness in policy making“ 
(Pohjola & Tuomisto, 2011).



Examples of Landvernd’s
participation



1. Reviews: Number of 
legislative bills, planning 
drafts and development 

projects

• 11 law bills
• 7 large planning strategies
• 7 development projects
• 2 requests for information
• Expert reports on a few issues

• Expert opinion seeked
• 1/4 employee

JÚL ÁGÚ SEP OKT NÓV DES 2016

LÖG OG ÞINGSÁLYKTANIR

Náttúruverndarlög
Lagt fram á 

Alþingi
Umsögn

15. nóv: 
Afgreiðsla 

Alþingis

Landgræðslulög
Frumvarp 
lagt fram

Skógræktarlög
Frumvarp 
lagt fram

Innviðir ferðamannastaða
Lagt fram á 

Alþingi
Umsögn Afgreiðsla ?

Mat á umhverfisáhrifum 
Punktar til 
ráðuneytis

? Seta í 
vinnuhópi

Frumvarp 
lagt fram?

Almannaheillasamtök
Skipan ferðamála (sbr stefna) Frumvarp 
Þingsályktun um aðgerðaáætlun 
vegna orkuskipta í samgöngum

Þingsályktun

Erfðabreyttar lífverur (fullg. 
Kartagenabókunar)
Vatnajökulsþjóðgarður
Skipulag hafs og stranda

SKIPULAGSMÁL OG ÁÆTLANIR

Landsskipulagsstefna
Tillaga lögð 
fyrir Alþingi

Umsögn til 
U&S Alþingis

? Samþykkt frá 
Alþingi

Rammaáætlun

Samgönguáætlun

Kerfisáætlun 2014-2023
Fyrirtaka í 

héraði
Aðalmeðferð í 

héraði
? Dómur í 

héraði
? Áfrýjun til 
Hæstaréttar

Óvissa vegna 
nýrrar 

áætlunar

Kerfisáætlun 2015-2024
Afgreiðsla 

kerfisáætlunar

? Kæra 
samþykki 

Orkustofnun
Stefnumótun í ferðamálum Lögð fram
Ýmis skipulagsmál sveitarfélaga 
Landsáætlun um uppb innviða

FRAMKVÆMDIR

Suðurnesjalína 2 (220kV)
? Úrskurður 

ÚUA

Kröflulína 4 (220kV) (Krafla-Bakki)
Kæra 

ákvörðun 
Skipulagsstfn

Úrskurður

Kerlingarfjöll - hótelbygging
Kæra ákv 

Skipó
Úrskurður

Kjalvegur - endurbætur
Kæra ákv 
Skipó um 

matsskyldu
Úrskurður

Sprengisandslína
Vindmyllur á Hafinu
Virkjun við Vaðöldu

Hvammsvirkjun
Endurgerð 

MÁU
?? Ákvörðun 

Skstfn 
? Viðbrögð 

við ákv Skpst

UPPLÝSINGAMÁL

Ensk útgáfa jarðstrengjaskýrslu LN

Viðbrögð 
við 

andmælum 
LN

Úrskurðar að 
vænta

Afrit af samningi PCC
Viðbrögð við 

andmælum LN
Úrskurðar að 

vænta

ANNAÐ
Árósasamningurinn - úttekt á 
innleiðingu

Vinnu lokið? Vinnu lokið?

Fiskeldi í sjó Undirbúningur 

Þingsályktun lögð fram

Lagt fram á haustþingi (umsögn)

Lagt fram á haustþingi (umsögn)

Vinna sérfræðinga?

Vinna starfsþjálfunarnema og 
sérfræðings hefst

Frummatsskýrsla (umsögn)
Óljóst hvenær ráðist í gerð umhverfismats

Leitað frekari gagna

Seta í óformlegri nefnd og vinna þar að lútandi

Seta í óformlegri nefnd og vinna þar að lútandi

Drög að kerfisáætlun og umhverfisskýrsla 
(umsögn)

(jún): Héraðsdómur ákv að 
málið fái efnislega 

umfjöllun

Ekki búist við neinum breytingum hér á þessu tímabili

Frumvarp til laga lagt fram (umsögn)

Maí: Kæra 
framkvæmdaleyfa með 

Reviews

Appeals

Assisting

Meetings

Lobbying

Participating

Social Media



2. Increasing number of appeals, 
including court cases

Mál - staða 25. júní 2015 Ákvörðun Gegn Úrskurðaraðili Kært Úrskurður

Frárennslispípa frá Svartengi til 
sjávar við Grindavík Matsskylda MÁU Skipulagsstofnun ÚUA jan.13 Ákvörðun Skipó staðfest

Suðurnesjalína 2 - reising og rekstur Leyfisveiting: reisa og reka Orkustofnun ÚUA des.13 Úrskurðar beðið

Kerfisáætlun 2014-2023 Samþykkt Landsnets Landsnet Dómstólar jan.15 Fyrirtöku og dóms beðið

Kröflulína 4: Endurupptaka MÁU Beiðni um endurupptöku Skipulagsstofnun Skipulagsstfn ágú.15 Ákvörðunar beðið

Suðurnesjalína 2 Framkvæmdaleyfi Svfél Vogar ÚUA maí.15 Úrskurðar beðið
Suðurnesjalína 2 Framkvæmdaleyfi Grindavíkurbær ÚUA maí.15 Úrskurðar beðið

Ensk útgáfa jarðstrengjaskýrslu LN Beiðni um gögn Landsneti Úuppl. apr.15 Úrskurðar beðið

Samningur Landsnets og PCC Bakka Beiðni um gögn Landsneti Úuppl. jún.15 Úrskurðar beðið

Hótelbygging í Kerlingarfjöllum Matsskylda MÁU Skipulagsstofnun ÚUA ág.15 Úrskurðar beðið

Appeals



3. Public Engagement: Green Parade 2013

Mayday 2013: Minimum 5,000 people

Protesting

Campaigning

Social Media



4. Online Petitions:
Mývatn Geothermal Power Plant

• Preparation starts in 2012 by Landsvirkjun
• Landvernd draws attention of the media  
• A complaint sent to the Ramsar Convention Secretariat  

– delegation comes to Iceland
• Online petition (8,000 people signed)
• Landsvirkjun puts a hold on further development and supports to 

redo the EIA for the site 
• Planning Agency decides that EIA needs to be done again
• Landsvirkjun appeals that decision to the Ruling Committee on 

Environmental and Natural Resources Matters (december 2014)
• Ruling Committee still working on it 

• Public pressure can make a difference

Reviews

Petitions

Campaigning

Social Media



Reviews

Petitions

Campaigning

Social Media

Petition: Rejecting a plan for an EIA of a HV overhead power line 
in the central highland



Reviews

Petitions

Campaigning

Social Media



5. Participation on committees:

• Policy on undergrounding of power lines
• New legislation on soil conservation
• New legislation on forestry

Lobbying

Participating



6. Legal Expertise 
Work

• Alternative report to Iceland’s 
first periodic report to the 
Aarhus Convention

• Landvernd criticized the AC 
implementation, in particular 
issues regarding the third pillar:
– NGOs have been denied access 

to an administrative review: lack 
of sufficient legal interest

– Access to courts are very limited 

Reviews Participating



Landvernd uses these all these tools

…of law bills, strategic plans, EIAs, reports, etc
…of public decisions
…individuals and other NGOs
…policy, certain decisions, projects, lack of action, etc
…for the public on various issues (discussions)
…on various issues
…raising awareness, protesting…
…with government, interest groups, etc
…in legislative work, sitting on committees
…conveying the message and discussion

Reviews

Appeals

Assisting

Petitions

Protesting

Meetings

Campaigning

Lobbying

Participating

Social Media



Lessons learned...
• Parades, petitions and discussion with people show us that 

people want to participate
• Public participation can be difficult because of the 

complexity of the rule of the game
• Role of NGOs to engage people, assist them in participating
• Some promising signs of increased interest of people, but 

we need to harvest that interest





Obstacles and Opportunties



How to increase influence by CC?

• What is needed?
• What are the main obstacles?
• How can we improve involvement?



How to increse influence by CC?

• What is needed?
– Capacity to screen all relevant legislative acts, 

planning strategies of municipalities, EIAs, SEA, etc
– EIAs and SEAs be carried out by an independent third 

party
– Finding ways to increase public involvement in the 

work of NGOs 
– Proactive rather than reactive involvement  
– Extended involvement and co-operation rather than 

feedback and consultation
– Cultural change within many power structures



How to increse influence by CC?

• Main obstacles to improvement:
– Lack of capacity of NGOs, i.e. lack of manpower and 

money
– Lack of more meaningful ways to engage the public
– Culture of power; fear of power structures to involve civil 

society



How to increse influence by CC?

• How can we improve civil society’s involvement and 
influence?
– Early participation in EDM, before decision are made is 

urgently needed  
– Governments and private entities could initiate a forum for 

discussion and input early on 
– Governments can increase the involvement of NGOs on 

formal committees and working groups
– NGOs need to actively seek out possibilities to influence 

EDM and lead the change if necessary 
– Increased financial capacity to carry out our work



The Central Highlands of Iceland
Official Outline



Power plants, power lines National Park

Ongoing campaigning: National park 
in the central highlands



The Central Highland: 
heartoficeland.org

Awareness raising campaign
Wide co-operation
Online petition: 
– heartoficeland.org /
– hjartalandsins.is

Various other activities to be seen in the coming years


